
 

God's Word powerfully illustrates how actions can seem outwardly correct, 
yet stem from the darkest of intentions. Consider the scribes and Pharisees. 
Despite their  façade of righteousness, they engaged in acts of piety—giving 
alms, praying, and fasting. They did this solely to bask in the admiration of 
others, rather than from a sincere heart of devotion. Furthermore, some  
proclaimed the gospel not to share Christ’s love. They did it for personal gain 
or to sow discord among believers. This stark contrast serves as a haunting 
reminder of the true essence of faith and the dangers of superficial  
appearances. 

Here's a more detailed look: 

Giving Alms, Praying, and Fasting: In a stirring rebuke, Jesus highlights the 
misguided hearts of the Pharisees! Their acts of charity, fervent prayers, and 
solemn fasts—are tainted by the toxic desire for recognition! Rather than 
serving God, their hollow performances scream for applause, revealing a 
faith devoid of genuine love and sincerity. 
 
Preaching the Gospel with Wrong Motives: In the heartfelt words of Paul, 
we discover a painful truth. Some proclaim Christ driven by envy and  
rivalry! They do not seek to uplift the spirit. Instead, they aim to undermine 
others. They seek to twist the truth into a weapon of strife! Even as the  
Gospel flourishes, their malicious hearts poison their intentions, showcasing 
the perils of preaching born from selfish ambition! 

Job's Friends: While Job’s friends approached him in the guise of comfort, 
their true colors reveal a stark reality! Their intent was tainted, as they aimed 
to elevate their own righteousness at the expense of Job's suffering. Instead of 
genuine compassion, they wielded their words like swords, seeking to  
condemn rather than to console! 

Jonah's Anger at Nineveh's Repentance: When God called Jonah to  
shepherd the wayward people of Nineveh, he preached repentance. Their 
hearts turned! But instead of joy, Jonah’s soul burned with fury—he longed 
for their punishment! His response reveals his tragic selfishness. A prophetic 
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calling was twisted by personal grudges. It shows how deep-seated motives 
can mar a divine mission! 

Diotrephes's Desire for Preeminence: In the pages of John 3, we glimpse the 
shadow of Diotrephes. He is a man consumed by the lust for power! He yearns 
to be first, casting aside brotherly love, elevating himself above the community. 
His leadership, draped in the cloak of authority, reveals his  
insatiable thirst for control. This reminds us that ambition without humility 
leads to spiritual ruin! 

These examples demonstrate that true righteousness in God's eyes goes  
beyond outward actions and requires a pure and sincere heart.  

God's Word contains numerous examples of individuals with righteous  
motives. Their actions demonstrate a heart devoted to God's will. These  
actions, often done with humility and love, serve as models for believers  
today. Examples include: Jesus' sacrifice, Daniel's refusal to defile himself, and 
David's willingness to fight Goliath.  

Here are some examples of righteous actions with right motives: 

Jesus' sacrifice: In an awe-inspiring act of love, Jesus willingly submitted to the 
Father’s will. He bravely endured tremendous suffering and death for the sal-
vation of humanity. This magnificent act was fueled by an unwavering  
desire to reconcile humanity with God. It highlights the pure power of divine 
love. 
 
Daniel's refusal to defile himself: Amidst the luxurious decadence of exile, 
Daniel stood resolute! He chose to abstain from the king's rich food and wine. 
His decision stemmed not from pride or rebellion. It was a fervent  
commitment to uphold God's dietary laws. His steadfastness shone as a  
beacon of faithfulness! 
 
David's encounter with Goliath: David faced Goliath with his heart ablaze. He 
charged fearlessly into battle. He was driven by an unyielding desire to defend 
his people and glorify God. In that moment of courage, he showcased the pro-
found triumph of faith over fear! 
 
Abraham's willingness to sacrifice Isaac: Abraham underwent a testing jour-



ney of faith. His readiness to sacrifice his beloved son, Isaac, resonated with 
deep trust in God's promises. His heart was ignited by faith, a testament to di-
vine devotion that transcends understanding! 
 
The widow's offering: In a powerful demonstration of selflessness, the poor 
widow in Luke 21:1-4 offered two small coins. She earned the heartfelt  
commendation of Jesus. Her act of giving was driven by pure motive. It de-
clared that true significance lies not in the monetary value. Instead, it lies in the 
depth of love behind the gift! 
 
The Samaritan's compassion: The parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-
37) beautifully illustrates how genuine compassion and love erase cultural and 
social barriers. This story empowers one to extend help to those in  
desperate need. It’s a rallying call to act with kindness in a world so often  
divided! 
 
Paul's missionary journeys: Paul had an unquenchable desire to spread the 
Gospel. He aimed to fortify the church. He ventured far and wide. Paul was un-
deterred by persecution and hardship. His passion for transforming lives ech-
oes through the ages! 
 
The early church's generosity: The early Christians in Jerusalem embodied the 
essence of love. They shared their possessions and resources with those in need. 
They created a powerful legacy of generosity. This legacy sprang from a deep 
love for God and one another (Acts 2:44-45, 4:32-35). It reminds us of the 
boundless joy in community! 
 
These examples, among others, demonstrate the importance of examining one's 
motives and aligning actions with God's will. Actions may appear righteous on 
the surface. However, their true value is measured by the heart and intentions 
behind them.  

 

 

 

 



Here are some questions you can ask yourself to evaluate the righteousness of 
your motives:  

Focused on Selflessness vs. Selfishness: 

• Are actions taken primarily for one's own benefit or for the good of  
others? 

• Would the action still be performed if there were no recognition or  
reward? 

• Is there manipulation of others to achieve personal goals? 
• Are actions and decisions centered on the self? 
• Is there a desire to please or promote the self? 
• Is there a willingness to accept a lesser position to serve a greater good? 
• Are actions driven by pride or a need for recognition?  
 
Focused on Values and Beliefs: 

• Do motives align with core values and beliefs? 
• What principles guide decisions? 
• Are actions consistent with the desired character? 
• What matters most, and does the action reflect that?  
 
 
Focused on Impact on Others: 

• How will a decision or action affect others? 
• Are others treated fairly, and are their rights respected? 
• Does the action cause harm to the self or others? 
• Is there concern about the impact of actions on others' faith or beliefs?  
 
 
Focused on Higher Purpose or Spiritual Alignment: 

• Is God glorified by the action? 
• Is there a willingness to fulfill God's requests, even if they seem  

insignificant? 
• Is the primary motivation to please God? 
• Is there an effort to align the heart and actions with God's purpose?  
 
 



Focused on Authenticity and Sincerity: 

• Is the heart truly in what is being done? 
• Is the action performed with sincerity, without a hidden agenda? 
• Do the words match the heart?  
 
 
Reflecting on Outcomes: 

• Will the action stop if others misunderstand or criticize it? 
• Will service continue even if those served do not show gratitude?  



© 2024 It Starts Small Ministries. This free printable scripture writing journal is intended for personal use and small group 

study. Please do not reproduce or modify without written permission.  Visit www.itstartssmall.com for inquiries.  

All graphics contained within this journal are used in accordance to the purchased commercial license requirements and is 

available upon request.   

itStartsSmall.com 


