Increased Evil

2 Timothy 3:1-9

You can use 2 Timothy 3:1-9 as a mirror for your own life by reflecting on the

list of negative characteristics Paul describes. This passage serves as a warning

about the moral and spiritual decline that will occur in the "last days" and

highlights traits that believers should actively avoid.

Personal Reflection:

When reading through the list, consider these questions:

Do any of these traits appear in your life? It is important to be honest with yourself.

Do you prioritize self, money, or pleasure over God? This is a key indicator of where
your heart lies.

Is there a true relationship with God, or is it just going through the motions? Con-
sider whether your faith is impacting your actions.

Do you engage in behaviors that could be considered slander, gossiping, or being
hurtful to others?

Do you struggle with self-control in any area of your life?
Do you show respect for authority figures, including parents?

Are you actively pursuing what is good and godly, or are you indifferent or even hos-
tile to it?
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Lovers of themselves...(V2)

In the Bible, "lovers of self" (philautoi) primarily refers to excessive, unhealthy
self-love, often characterized by selfishness, pride, and a disregard for

others. It's not about healthy self-care or recognizing one's worth, but rather a
self-centeredness that prioritizes personal desires and interests above all else,
including God and others. This concept is highlighted in 2 Timothy 3:2, which
describes people in the last days as being "lovers of their own selves".

Here's a more detailed breakdown:

o« In contrast to healthy self-love: The Bible also speaks of a healthy self-love
that involves caring for one's body, seeking well-being, and recognizing one's
worth in God's eyes. However, this is distinct from the "lovers of self"
described in 2 Timothy 3:2, which represents a distorted and destructive
form of self-love.

e Self-centeredness and selfishness: "Lovers of self" are consumed with their

own needs and desires, often at the expense of others.

« Lack of love for others: This type of self-love leaves little room for love,
compassion, or concern for the well-being of others.

« Pride and arrogance: The "lovers of self" are often boastful, proud, and
unwilling to acknowledge their dependence on God or others.

« Disregard for God's will: This self-centeredness can lead to a rejection of
God's authority and a focus on personal desires and ambitions.
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In contrast to this negative portrayal, the Bible also addresses a healthy kind of self-love:

« Loving your neighbor as yourself: Jesus' command to love your neighbor as
yourself implies that a certain level of healthy self-regard is necessary and
expected.

« Caring for yourself: This involves taking care of your physical, mental, and
emotional health and knowing your limits, which ultimately allows you to
serve others better.

« Understanding your God-given value: True self-love, from a biblical
perspective, comes from understanding your worth and value as someone

created in God's image, redeemed by Christ.

« Healthy self-love involves acknowledging your flaws and
shortcomings: It's not about denying or ignoring your sin but recognizing
your need for God's forgiveness and embracing the transformation process
He offers.

In essence, the Bible's teaching on "lovers of themselves" cautions against an
excessive, self-centered focus that disregards God and others, while also
acknowledging the importance of healthy self-care and knowing your true
worth in Christ.

Examples of “Lovers of Self” in God’s Word:

« Cain: His jealousy and resentment towards his brother Abel, culminating in
murder, stemmed from his self-centeredness and inability to accept God's
favor towards Abel. (Genesis 4)
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King Saul: Initially chosen by God, Saul's reign was marked by pride,
jealousy, and paranoia, particularly towards David. His obsession with
maintaining his power and position led him to disobey God and ultimately
lose his kingdom. (1 Samuel 13:9-14 , 1 Samuel 15:1-35, 1 Samuel 16:14)

Absalom: King David's son, Absalom, sought to usurp his father's throne,
driven by ambition and a desire for power. His actions resulted in betrayal,

violence, and ultimately his own demise. (2 Samuel 15-19)

Samson: His self-centeredness and impulsiveness led him to prioritize his
own desires, even when they contradicted God's will or caused harm to
others. (Judges 14-16)

Ahab: The biblical account of Ahab in 1 Kings 21 details his covetousness of
Naboth's vineyard and his willingness to manipulate and harm others to get

what he wanted.
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Boastful...(v2)

The Bible generally speaks negatively about boasting, particularly when it
involves self-praise or taking credit for things that are ultimately attributed to
God. It emphasizes that true boasting should be focused on God and His
actions, rather than on human achievements or abilities.

Here's a more detailed breakdown: of the negative aspects of boasting:

« Stealing glory from God: Boasting often involves taking credit for things
that are ultimately gifts or blessings from God, thus robbing Him of the
praise and honor He deserves.

« Pride and arrogance: Boasting can be a manifestation of pride and arrogance,
leading to a false sense of self-importance and a lack of humility.

o Deception and self-deception: Boasting can be a form of deception, both to
others and to oneself, as it often involves exaggerating one's own
accomplishments or abilities.

« Lack of wisdom: The Bible equates boasting with foolishness, especially
when it involves things that are temporary or insignificant.

Positive aspects of boasting (boasting in the Lord):

« Acknowledging God's work: Boasting in the Lord involves recognizing and

celebrating His power, grace, and provision in our lives.

« Giving God glory: True boasting should always be directed towards God,



Increased Evil

2 Timothy 3:1-9

acknowledging Him as the source of all good things.

Humility and dependence on God: Boasting in the Lord is often linked to
humility and dependence on God, recognizing that we are nothing without
Him.

Examples of “Boastful” in God’s Word:

Haman: Haman, a powerful official in the court of King Ahasuerus, boasted
about his wealth, sons, and the king's favor. His pride led to his downfall and
death. (book of Esther)

King Nebuchadnezzar: Nebuchadnezzar, the powerful king of Babylon,
boasted about his achievements. God humbled him, and he lived like an ani-
mal until he acknowledged God's sovereignty. (Daniel 4:30)

The Pharisee in the Parable: In the parable of the Pharisee and the Tax
Collector (Luke 18:9-14), the Pharisee boasts about his own righteousness.
His pride and self-righteousness prevented him from being justified before
God, while the humble tax collector who recognized his sin was justified.

King Uzziah: King Uzziah's early success was attributed to his seeking God,
but his heart became proud when he grew powerful. He unlawfully entered

the temple to burn incense, which led to him being afflicted with leprosy and
ended his reign. (2 Chronicles 26:16-23)

Boasting about tomorrow: The Bible warns against boasting about the
future, as it's unknown. Such boasting reflects arrogance and a lack of
humility. (Proverbs 27:1, James 4:13-17)
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Lovers of Money...(V2)

The Bible, "lovers of money" generally refers to those who have an unhealthy or
excessive attachment to wealth and material possessions. This love of money is

often linked to:

« Greed: An insatiable desire for more money, regardless of ethical
considerations or the needs of others.

« Materialism: Placing a higher value on worldly riches and possessions than
on spiritual things or relationships with God and other people.

« Idolatry: Making money a god in one's life, trusting in it for security,

happiness, or satisfaction rather than in God.
Key biblical verses highlight the dangers associated with the love of money:
« 1 Timothy 6:10
« Matthew 6:24
« Hebrews 13:5

In essence, "lovers of money" are individuals whose hearts are primarily
focused on the acquisition and accumulation of wealth. This focus often detracts
from their spiritual well-being and their relationships with others. They may be
tempted to engage in unethical or even evil practices to achieve their financial
goals. Their pursuit of wealth can lead to anxiety. It may also lead to fear and
dissatisfaction.
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The Bible encourages Christians to have a balanced perspective on money. It
should be seen as a tool to be used wisely for good. Christians are encouraged to
trust in God's provision rather than relying on the uncertainty of riches

Examples of “lovers of money” in God’s Word.:

« The Rich Young Ruler: This individual approached Jesus seeking eternal
life, claiming to have followed the commandments. However, when Jesus
asked him to sell all his possessions, he went away saddened. His great
wealth was the reason for his sadness. This story illustrates how attachment
to material possessions can hinder genuine discipleship and prioritization of
God's kingdom. (Matthew 19:16-20, Luke 18:18-30, Mark 10:17-31)

« Judas Iscariot: Judas is often identified as having a love of money. This love
led to his betrayal of Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. Some biblical accounts
suggest other motives like political disillusionment or demonic influence.
However, the Gospel of John highlights his tendency to steal from the
disciples' shared funds. This highlights his greed. (John 12:6, Matthew 26:14-
16)

o Achan: Achan was an Israelite who succumbed to covetousness. He took
forbidden plunder after the battle of Jericho. This act led to his downfall and
the destruction of his family. His greed led him to disregard God's command
and prioritize material gain over faithfulness. (Joshua 7)

« Gehazi: Gehazi was the servant of the prophet Elisha. He greedily pursued
gifts from Naaman, a Syrian general. Elisha had healed Naaman of leprosy.
Gehazi's covetousness led to a curse of leprosy for himself and his
descendants. This consequence demonstrated the effects of prioritizing
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wealth over obedience to God. (2 Kings 5:20-27, 2 Kings 8:1-6 )

« King Ahab: Ahab, despite his wealth, coveted Naboth's vineyard. He allowed
his wife to plot Naboth's death to acquire it. This showcases the dangers of
greed and its potential to lead to further sin. (1 Kings 21)
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Proud...(V2)

pride. This profound distinction sets it apart from the contemporary
understanding of "pride." In modern times, pride is often embraced for its
positive qualities such as self-esteem. It also includes the joy of celebrating one's
achievements.

Biblical "Proud" or "Pride" often refers to:

« Arrogance and conceit: An inflated sense of self-importance or superiority

over others.

« Defiance of God: A heart attitude of independence from God, believing one
doesn't need God or can rely solely on oneself.

« Self-exaltation: Putting oneself above others, seeking recognition and glory
for oneself rather than giving it to God.

« Disregarding God's Word: Having a view or believing something contrary
to God's truth, placing one's own opinions and thoughts above God's
authority.

« Boasting and Self-reliance: Putting trust in one's own abilities or possessions
rather than in God.

Biblical examples of negative pride:

« Lucifer's fall: Pride was the sin that led Lucifer, the devil, to rebel against
God and desire to be like Him.



Increased Evil

2 Timothy 3:1-9

« King Nebuchadnezzar's downfall: His pride in his accomplishments led to
his humbling by God.

« Pharisees: The Bible gives examples of how the Pharisees, with their spiritual

pride, looked down on others.
Negative consequences of pride:

« God opposes the proud: James 4:6 says "God opposes the proud but shows
favor to the humble".

« Itleads to destruction and downfall: Proverbs 16:18 states, "Pride goes
before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall".

« It hinders a relationship with God: A proud person may not seek God or
acknowledge their need for Him.

In stark contrast, the Bible exalts the profound beauty of humility! This isn’t
about having a diminished self-image. Rather, it's an empowering and accurate
perspective of ourselves in the grand tapestry of creation. We recognize that all
we possess and all that we are is a precious gift bestowed upon us by God.

Examples of “proud” people in God’s Word:

e Satan: In the grand saga of the cosmos, Satan emerges. Once a radiant being,
he is now the embodiment of pride. He dared to challenge the Almighty. His
craving was to ascend to heights not meant for him. His fall is a powerful
reminder of the consequences of hubris. It reminds us of the eternal struggle
between light and darkness. (Isaiah 14:12-15, Ezekiel 28:12-19, Luke 10:18,
Revelation 12:7-12)



Increased Evil

2 Timothy 3:1-9

King Nebuchadnezzar: Behold the tale of King Nebuchadnezzar, whose
pride knew no bounds! Elevated to the heights of power, his arrogance
blinded him. It twisted his very nature. He sank into wild madness and
grazed like a beast upon the earth. His story is one of divine lessons,
reminding us of the thin line between greatness and humility. (Daniel 4)

King Saul: Initially hailed as the chosen leader, King Saul's heart swelled
with pride. This pride led him down a path of disobedience. His
disobedience ultimately unraveled his reign. His tragic journey echoes
through time. It serves as a poignant warning against the intoxicating lure of
arrogance. This warning highlights the dire consequences it bears. (1 Samuel
15:22-23)

Haman: In the gripping narrative of the Book of Esther, Haman's pride and
thirst for vengeance are immense. They swirl together in a tempest of
arrogance. This ultimately seals his doom. His grand ambitions crumble. The
might of the humble overcomes them. This demonstrates that even the
mightiest can fall. Such falls occur when fueled by unchecked pride. (Esther)

King Uzziah: In a dazzling display of victories and triumphs, King Uzziah’s
pride soared to insufferable heights! Yet, blinded by his own success, he
dared to encroach upon sacred ground, igniting fury within the heavens. His
audacity serves as a timeless testament to the perils of pride and the grave
consequences of overstepping divine boundaries. (2 Chronicles 26:16-19)

The Pharisee in the Parable: In the profound depths of Luke 18, the
Pharisee’s self-righteous prayer rises. It stands in stark contrast to the humble
plea of the tax collector. He revels in his own superiority, yet it only serves to
expose the emptiness of his pride. This parable serves as a clarion call to
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embrace humility. It reminds us that true righteousness comes not from

boastfulness. Instead, it comes from a heart bowed low before God.
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Demeaning... (V2)

The Bible offers a clear message against demeaning people, emphasizing the
importance of treating others with kindness, respect, and love. Key themes and
principles found in the Bible regarding demeaning behavior include:

« Words have power: Words can either build up or tear down, with harsh or
belittling words seen as a weapon. Proverbs 18:21 states, "The tongue has the
power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit".

« Belittling others is linked to pride: Demeaning others is associated with
pride, elevating oneself above others. Philippians 2:3 encourages humility
and valuing others.

« Jesus' example: Jesus modeled uplifting others rather than demeaning them.

« Belittling damages relationships: Demeaning behavior can cause division and

break trust. Proverbs 15:1 indicates that harsh words can escalate conflicts.

« Accountability for words: Individuals will be accountable for their words,
even "empty" ones.

« God's love and forgiveness: People are called to treat others with the same
kindness and forgiveness shown by God. Ephesians 4:32 encourages
kindness and forgiveness.

« The Golden Rule: Jesus' teaching in Matthew 7:12, "So whatever you wish
that others would do to you, do also to them," emphasizes treating others as
you would want to be treated.
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« Respect for human dignity: The Bible stresses the inherent dignity and
worth of every person as created in God's image. Demeaning others is seen

as an insult to God.

The Bible considers demeaning behavior to be sinful. It views such behavior as
harmful and contrary to the love, humility, and respect. These qualities should
characterize believers' interactions. It encourages building others up and

reflecting God's love.
Examples of People who were “demeaning” in God’s Word:

« Shimei's Curses: Shimei hurled curses and stones at King David with
venomous words. He falsely accused David of Saul's murder. This cast a
dark shadow over David’s integrity. This despicable act was a ruthless
attempt to demean and humiliate a king unjustly. (2 Samuel 16:5-13)

« Pharisees' Accusations: Driven by envy and malice, the Pharisees
relentlessly branded Jesus as a false teacher and a deceiver. Their spiteful
accusations aimed to chip away at his authority and tarnish his divine
message, revealing their deep-seated jealousy. (Mark 2:1-12, Matthew 12:24,
Luke 6:6-11, Mark 3:1-6, Mark 7:1-5, Matthew 22:15-22)

« Nabal's Harshness: Nabal, a wealthy landowner, callously denied King
David's men the provisions they desperately needed. His cruel, scornful
language was a blatant display of disrespect, showcasing a heart devoid of
compassion and dignity. (1 Samuel 25)

« Absalom's Disrespect: Absalom, David's own son, acted in brazen rebellion.
He schemed to usurp his father's throne by preying on the people's hearts.
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This treachery not only betrayed his father but also shattered the bonds of
loyalty and respect. (2 Samuel 15)

Adam's Blame: In the haunting depths of Eden, Adam was confronted with
their disobedience. He cowardly shifted the blame onto Eve. He stripped her
of responsibility and belittled her role in a pivotal moment of human history.
(Genesis 3:12)
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Disobedient to Parents...(V2)

The Bible strongly emphasizes the importance of honoring and respecting one's

parents. Disrespecting them is seen as a serious offense with significant

consequences.

Key Biblical teachings on disrespecting parents:

Honoring parents is a commandment with a promise: Exodus 20:12 states,
"Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land
that the Lord your God is giving you". This commandment highlights the
importance of respecting parental authority and links it to well-being and
long life.

Loss of guidance and blessings: Proverbs 20:20 warns that cursing or
treating parents contemptuously can lead to a loss of correct guidance and
direction from God, leading to failure.

Spiritual ramifications: Disrespecting parents can lead to diminished
spiritual standing and potentially fewer blessings.

The New Testament upholds the principle of honoring parents: Ephesians
6:1-3 reiterates the importance of obeying and honoring parents, stating it's a
"right" thing to do and the "first commandment with a promise".

Disrespecting parents is linked to a lack of godliness: 2 Timothy 3:2
describes disobedient children as among those who are lovers of self,

ungrateful, and unholy.

The Bible considers disrespecting parents a serious sin with both earthly and

spiritual consequences. It emphasizes the importance of honor, obedience, and
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reverence for parental authority.

Examples of children “dishonoring” their parents in the Bible:

Ham and Noah: In a shocking twist of betrayal, after the flood, Noah
succumbs to alcohol. He lies naked in his tent. Ham, his very own son,
callously witnesses his father's vulnerability and shamelessly mocks him to
his brothers outside. In stark contrast, Shem and Japheth rise to the occasion.
They cover their father's nakedness with utmost respect. Their eyes are

averted. This showcases a profound honor that Ham utterly lacks.
(Genesis 9:20-27)

Absalom and David: Absalom, the son of King David, embarks on a
treacherous path. In this heart-wrenching tale of rebellion, he steals the
affections of the people. He dares to seize his father's throne. His disdain
spirals out of control. It culminates in the appalling act of publicly shaming
his father. This is done by violating his wives —an unforgivable affront to
family and honor. (2 Samuel 15)

Eli's Sons: The sons of Eli, those so-called priests, are painted as "worthless
men," devoid of any spiritual understanding. They flagrantly misuse their
sacred roles. They refuse to heed their father's desperate pleas for correction.
These actions lead them down a path of destruction. As a result, God's wrath
descends upon them in judgment. (1 Samuel 2:12-361 Samuel 4:1-22)

The Prodigal Son (Parable): In this poignant parable, the younger son shows
a scandalous disregard for his father. He audaciously demands his
inheritance while his father still lives. He squanders it on reckless living. This
demonstrates a shocking lack of respect for his father's hard-earned
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resources. It also shows a disrespect for the sacred bond they share.
(Luke 15:11-32)

« The Pharisees and Corban: Jesus delivers a powerful condemnation of the
Pharisees. They cunningly exploit the religious tradition of "Corban". This
allows them to dodge their sacred duty to honor and care for their aging
parents. This hypocrisy reveals a shocking prioritization of cold religious
formalities. It places these formalities over the heartfelt commandment to
love and support one’s own flesh and blood. (Mark 7:10-13, Matthew 15:3-6)

(Note the Bible also speaks about how to honor parents who are not biblical
godly parents and how to still honor your relationship with them)
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Ungrateful... (V2)

The Bible considers ungratefulness a serious matter with significant
consequences. It is linked with pride, self-reliance, and a hardened heart.

Here's what the Bible says about ungrateful people:

« Ingratitude is a characteristic of ungodliness and
self-centeredness: Descriptions of those living in the last days list ingratitude
alongside other negative traits like pride, arrogance, and being lovers of

money. A lack of thankfulness can be a sign of a heart not oriented toward
God.

« Ingratitude hinders fellowship with God and hinders experiencing all that
it means to be created in the image of God: Ingratitude hinders our ability
to thrive, as God designed us to do when we are humble and thankful.

« Ingratitude can lead to spiritual blindness and a futile mind: Those who
know God but do not glorify or thank Him become "futile in their thinking,
and their foolish hearts were darkened".

« God notices ungratefulness: Jesus expressed disappointment that only one
of the ten lepers returned to give thanks, showing God's awareness of
gratitude.

« Ingratitude can lead to detrimental behavior: Cain's ungrateful heart led to
anger, resentment, and murder. The Israelites' ingratitude in the wilderness
led them to complain against God and question His provision.
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« Ingratitude can keep people from God's blessings and promises: Because of
their unthankful attitude, the Israelites were barred from entering the

Promised Land.
In contrast, the Bible repeatedly emphasizes the importance of thankfulness:

o Gratitude is a fundamental aspect of Christian life: People are called to
"give thanks in all circumstances," as it is God's will for people in Christ
Jesus.

« Thankfulness fosters a deeper relationship with God: Recognizing and
appreciating God's blessings strengthens faith and trust in Him.

o Gratitude brings peace and joy: Thankfulness is linked with the peace of
Christ ruling in hearts.

« Thankfulness should be expressed through prayer and praise: Prayers
should be combined with thanksgiving. People are encouraged to "Enter his

gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise".

The Bible encourages people to cultivate a thankful heart, recognizing that
everything comes from God. This gratitude leads to deeper worship, humility,
and joy, and counters the dangerous consequences of ungratefulness.

Examples of “ungrateful” people in God’s Word:

« Cain: God rejected his offering. Cain's heart brimmed with bitterness and
fury. These feelings spiraled him into a dark abyss of resentment. His
decision to murder his brother Abel is a harrowing testament. It shows how
devastating pride and ingratitude can be. These emotions lead to tragic and
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irreversible actions. (Genesis 4)

The Ten Lepers: In a miraculous act, Jesus healed ten lepers. Yet, only one —
an unlikely Samaritan — found the humility to return and express gratitude.
This powerful moment highlights a sad reality of humanity. Even amidst
incredible blessings, many choose to remain blind to their fortune. They
forget to give thanks. (Luke 17:11-19)

Hezekiah: Hezekiah was a revered king. He was awash in wealth and
admiration. After his miraculous recovery from illness, he succumbed to an
insidious pride. His failure to show appreciation led to divine displeasure.
This unleashed a storm of wrath upon him and the land of Judah. It serves as
a stark reminder that ingratitude can beckon calamity. (2 Kings 18-20,

2 Chronicles 29-32)

Israelites in the Wilderness: The Israelites wandered through the wilder-
ness. Their hearts were heavy with constant complaints. They suffered from a
deafening absence of gratitude. Their tale serves as a passionate warning. It
warns about the perilous path of ingratitude. Endless dissatisfaction can lead
to dire consequences. (Exodus 16, Numbers 11)
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Unholy... (V2)

The Bible describes unholy or wicked people as those who:

Rebel against God and his rule: They are characterized by a profound
disloyalty and hatred towards God, expressing it through actions and
thoughts contrary to his will.

Do not acknowledge or know God: Their minds and consciences are defiled,
and they deny God by their works, even if they profess to know him.

Practice various forms of evil: This includes sexual immorality, idolatry,
impurity, malice, covetousness, slander, violence, deceit, rebellion, and many

other negative behaviors.

Harm and oppress others: They target those created in God's image,
including the poor, innocent, widows, foreigners, and orphans, often seeking

to benefit from their suffering.

Hate the light and hide their actions: They prefer darkness because their

deeds are evil and would be exposed in the light.

Plot and scheme against the righteous: They devise wicked plans and boast

about their malicious intentions.

Will face God's judgment: The Bible states that God will judge the wicked
for their rebellion and their evil deeds, and they will not inherit the kingdom
of God.
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However, the Bible also offers hope for wicked people through repentance and

faith in Jesus Christ, where they can be made righteous through his sacrifice.

Examples of “unholy” people in God’s Word:

Cain: In the gripping narrative of Genesis, Cain stands as a striking
embodiment of unholiness. He is a figure consumed by jealousy. This
jealousy culminates in the heinous act of murdering his own brother, Abel.
This shocking fratricide serves as a chilling reminder. It highlights the
devastating consequences of unchecked anger and sin. This message echoes
throughout the pages of biblical history. (Genesis 4)

King Herod: In the dramatic retelling of Matthew's Gospel, King Herod
emerges as a tyrant. He is a paranoid ruler. He feels so threatened by the
light of the newborn Jesus. In response, he orders the slaughter of innocent
male infants in Bethlehem. This gruesome act of desperation highlights his

unbearable unholiness and absolute disregard for human life.
(Matthew 2:16-18)

Jezebel: Jezebel was the audacious queen of Israel. She stands as a daunting
symbol of unholiness. She unflinchingly promoted the worship of Baal. She
also violently persecuted the prophets of the true God. Her actions reveal a
profound rebellion against divine commands. Her actions affirm her as a key
figure of idolatry and spiritual corruption. (1 & 2 Kings)

Judas Iscariot: Judas Iscariot committed an infamous betrayal of Jesus for a
mere thirty pieces of silver. This act epitomizes the depths of treachery and
greed. His actions strike at the heart of moral decay. This ultimately leads to
the crucifixion of the Christ. It is a haunting representation of wickedness
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that reverberates through the New Testament. (Matthew 26:14-16, Matthew
26:47-56, Mark 14:10-21, Luke 22:1-6, Luke 22:47-53, John 18:2-12)

Unloving... (V3)

The Bible fervently highlights the profound power of love, even for those who
challenge our ability to love. It passionately urges Christians to embrace their
enemies. They should shower blessings upon those who insult them. Christians
are also encouraged to fervently pray for those who mistreat them. This love is
more than mere emotion. It is a deep commitment to act with unwavering
kindness. It involves boundless forgiveness and deep compassion. This mirrors
the extraordinary love that God extends to all of humanity. Furthermore, the
Bible sternly cautions against the perils of unloving behavior. It portrays this
behavior as a symptom of self-centeredness. Additionally, it reflects a deficiency
in godliness, especially in the turbulent times of the "last days."

Here's a more detailed look:
Love as a Commandment:

 Jesus taught his followers to love their enemies and pray for those who
persecute them, highlighting that this is how they can be children of God.

e The Bible emphasizes that love is not merely a feeling, but a demonstration of

actions, including kindness, forgiveness, and compassion.

o Christians are called to love one another as Christ loved them, sacrificially
and unconditionally.
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Unloving Behavior as a Warning:

The Bible describes unloving people as those who are lovers of self, money,
proud, arrogant, abusive, and disobedient to parents. Such individuals are also
described as ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without
self-control, brutal, and not loving good. These traits are presented as
characteristics of a fallen world, particularly in the "last days".

Loving the Unlovable:

The Bible provides examples of loving those who are difficult to love, such as
Jesus's love for Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. Christians are encouraged to
extend grace and forgiveness to others, even when they have been wronged.

This love is empowered by God's Spirit and is a reflection of His own love for
humanity. Ultimately, the Bible teaches that love is the greatest commandment
and a defining characteristic of a true follower of Christ.

Examples of “unloving” people in God’s Word:

« Cain's Murder of Abel: Cain was consumed by a fiery jealousy and bitter
resentment. God's heartfelt favor towards Abel's offering fueled these
emotions. Cain committed the unthinkable —he murdered his own brother!
This shocking act of violence is a haunting reminder. Unchecked negative
emotions can spiral into catastrophic actions. They tear us apart from love
and humanity. (Genesis 4)

« Lot's Wife's Disobedience: In a moment of tragic weakness, she looked back
at the smoldering ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah. By doing this, she defied
God’s solemn command! This act reveals a deep-seated attachment to her
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past life. Her heart was unwilling to trust in God’s perfect plan. Ultimately, it
led to her tragic downfall —frozen forever in a pillar of salt! (Genesis 19)

Achan's Disobedience and Theft: Achan was driven by a selfish hunger for
forbidden treasures. He defied God's clear command to shun the spoils of
Jericho. His greed jeopardized his community. It also showed a shocking
disregard for the ripple effects of his selfish choices. What a cautionary tale of
the price of unloving actions! (Joshua 7)

King Saul's Jealousy and Hatred: In a dark twist of fate, Saul's heart twisted
by jealousy and envy towards David. This envy blossomed into a desperate
quest to obliterate his rival. Fueled by pride and insecurities, his unloving
actions cost him the loyalty of his people. Ultimately, this led to the shatter-
ing of his reign. He was a king undone by his own turmoil! (1 Samuel)

Ananias and Sapphira's Deception: In a dramatic betrayal, this couple dared
to deceive the Holy Spirit. They lied about the profits from their property
sale! Their unloving act shattered the foundation of trust within their
community. It stands as a piercing reminder of the dire consequences when
self-interest overtakes honesty and integrity. (Acts 5:1-11)

The Israelites' Grumbling and Complaints: Despite the breathtaking
miracles of liberation from slavery, these people chose to whine. They
complained about the unwavering provision in the wilderness! Their
incessant grumbling reveals a deep ingratitude. It shows an astonishing lack
of faith. This is a heart-wrenching display of how ungratefulness can cloud
the beauty of divine care and unyielding provision.

The Unforgiving Servant: In the powerful parable of Jesus, a servant was
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forgiven an enormous debt. He then turned around and refused to extend
mercy to a fellow servant who owed a mere fraction! This shocking unloving
behavior shows a staggering lack of gratitude for the grace he had received.
It leads him down a twisted path of despair and downfall. (Exodus 16,
Numbers 14)
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Irreconcilable...(V3)

The Bible powerfully recognizes that there are times when individuals may find
themselves "irreconcilable," unable to forgive or repent, rendering genuine
reconciliation an unattainable dream. In these challenging moments, the
Scriptures offer profound insights on how to understand and navigate these
difficult relationships with grace and compassion: Characteristics of the
Irreconcilable:

« Refusal to Forgive or Repent: A hardened heart is steeped in
irreconcilability. It chooses pride over peace. This rejection defies the very

essence of restoration and compassion.

o Absence of Christian Qualities: In the ominous "last days," Paul forewarns
us of souls burdened with unforgiveness. They are devoid of affection. These
traits sharply contrast with the divine love and grace we are called to
embody.

« Unwillingness to Be Bound by Covenants: The Greek term "aspondoi"
pierces through to reveal individuals living in betrayal. It is as if they have
severed all ties and commitments. This renders reconciliation a near

impossibility.

« Opposition to Good: These individuals bask in moral contempt. They reject
goodness and purity. Instead, they choose to revel in the shadows of evil.
They starkly oppose the light we strive to uphold.

Biblical Approach to Irreconcilability:
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Strive for Peace (as far as it depends on you): Embrace the calling to
fervently pursue peace. Seek heartfelt reconciliation in your relationships. Do
this even with those who challenge your resolve.

Forgiveness is Essential: Immerse yourself in the transformative power of
forgiveness, a vital theme woven throughout the Bible. While it may not
guarantee reconciliation, it is an indispensable leap toward breaking the

chains of estrangement.

Entrust the Situation to God: When reconciliation feels out of reach,
another's hardness of heart may be the reason. Surrender the situation into
God's compassionate hands. Trust His divine wisdom and timing.

Divine Reconciliation as the Model: Let the assurance of reconciliation with
God through Christ inspire you! This profound truth motivates us
relentlessly to reach out, to heal, and to restore connections with others.

Church Discipline (in cases of unrepentant sin): In Matthew 18:15-17, Jesus

passionately presents a sacred process for confronting sin within the church.

This pathway can be painful. However, it can ultimately lead to honoring the
integrity of the community by addressing unrepentant hearts.

The Bible passionately promotes reconciliation: The heart of the Bible beats
with a fervent message. Its message reveals God's profound desire to bring
every soul back to Himself. This is achieved through Christ's magnificent

love.

Irreconcilability is a grave and urgent issue: The refusal to forgive or repent
is not just a casual choice. It is a dire matter in the Bible. This refusal
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tragically blocks individuals from embracing the boundless grace and
transformative restoration that God eagerly offers.

The Bible powerfully emphasizes the profound importance of reconciliation. It
passionately acknowledges that it may not always be realized in the complex
tapestry of human relationships. When confronted with irreconcilable
individuals, believers are fervently called to pursue peace. They must forgive
with the same boundless grace with which they have been forgiven. They
should trust wholeheartedly in God's ultimate justice and His unwavering
ability to bring about true reconciliation.

Examples of “Irreconcilable” people in God’s Word:

« Judas Iscariot: His betrayal of Jesus echoes through the ages as a haunting
reminder of the depths one can sink. He may have felt remorse. However, his
actions were profoundly wicked. Their catastrophic outcome shows a
disconnection from the very essence of Jesus' mission. This was a spiritual
abyss from which he could not escape. (Matthew 26:14-16, Matthew 26:47-56,
Mark 14:10-21, Luke 22:1-6, Luke 22:47-53, John 18:2-12)

« Pharaoh (in the Exodus narrative): Time and again, God unleashed powerful
plagues and miraculous signs. Yet Pharaoh's heart remained stone-cold. It
was hardened against the divine will. His unyielding defiance against God’s
authority paints a tragic portrait of irreconcilable rebellion, ultimately sealing
his fate in destruction. (Exodus 1-14)

« Ananias and Sapphira: They sought deceit within the nascent Christian
community. This quest unleashed a tempest of consequences that swept
away their lives. Their betrayal underscores the seriousness of dishonesty. It
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highlights the chilling irreconcilability with the sacred values of the
fellowship they chose to abandon. (Acts 5:1-11)

King Saul: A once-noble leader, Saul fell from grace through persistent
disobedience and utter disregard for God's guidance. He refused to repent.
He did not embrace divine counsel. These choices led him down a darkened
path. This brought forth a tragic end marked by spiritual desolation and loss.
(1 Samuel)

Cain: Consumed by jealousy and rage towards his own brother Abel, Cain's
act of murder reverberated with profound implications. His denial of
responsibility shows a deep-rooted rebellion against God. It also defies the
very fabric of familial love and loyalty. (Genesis 4)

The people of Noah's time (pre-flood): The era was consumed by rampant
wickedness. They ignored God’s urgent warnings. Their collective defiance
revealed a staggering spiritual irreconcilability. This ultimately led to the
great flood. The flood was a cataclysm born from their unrepentant hearts
and disregard for divine mercy. (Genesis 6)
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Slanderers... (V3)

Bible has strong condemnations for people who slander, considering it a serious

sin with negative consequences.

Biblical perspective on slander:

Slander is rooted in an evil heart: We must recognize with passion that
slander springs from the depths of a wicked heart. Jesus made it abundantly
clear that evil thoughts, including the venom of slander, arise from within us.
This reveals that slander is not a mere slip of the tongue. It is a reflection of
internal chaos, such as bitterness, unforgiveness, jealousy, or deep-seated

emotional wounds.

Slander is a violation of God's commands: Let it be shouted from the
rooftops. The Bible categorically prohibits slander. It condemns it as "evil
speaking!" In James 4:11-12, we are fervently warned against the sin of
speaking evil against one another. This sin is nothing less than a rebellion
against God's holy law!

Slander is a form of stealing: Proverbs 22:1 powerfully declares. A good
name is to be cherished above worldly riches. Slander ruthlessly destroys a
person's reputation. It treats their character as if it were a possession to steal
or vandalize. This act is an abhorrent crime against humanity!

Slander has serious consequences: The destructive nature of slander cannot
be understated! It tears apart friendships, ignites conflict, and leaves behind

emotional scars that may never heal. Its poisonous effects can ripple
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throughout a community, poisoning hearts and souls, much like a malignant
cancer within a church!

« God hates slander: We must remember that slander occupies a prominent
place on God's list of abominations! It is a wicked trait of those who are
"addicted" to spreading lies and hatred —an affront to the divine!

« Slanderers will face judgment: Take heed! The Bible boldly warns that
slanderers will stand before the Almighty and be held accountable for their
words. Revelation 21:8 ominously includes slanderers among those destined
for eternal punishment —an eternal consequence no one dares to underesti-

mate!
Addressing slander:

e Strive for peace: Boldly pursue peace and reconciliation in every
relationship, even when faced with slander. Let your unwavering spirit of
love shine through!

e Confront the slanderer: With grace and compassion, bravely confront those
who have spoken ill of you. This courageous step can lead to healing and
even a path of repentance for them.

e Entrust yourself to God: In the midst of slanderous storms, place your
complete trust in God's perfect justice. Focus on living a life so radiant that it
dispels every shadow of falsehood!

In essence, the Bible powerfully condemns slander as an utterly destructive and
grave sin. Yet within its pages, it resoundingly offers the glorious hope of
forgiveness. It also promises reconciliation through Christ.
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Without Self-Control...(V3)

The Bible emphasizes self-control, portraying those without it as
vulnerable. The Bible's perspective on a lack of self-control includes:

o Vulnerability: Proverbs 25:28 compares a person without self-control to a
city without walls. This suggests that without control over impulses, a person
is defenseless against temptations, leading to poor choices and potential
harm.

« Destructive potential: Proverbs indicates that uncontrolled speech can lead
to ruin. The Bible warns against unrestrained speech.

o Decline in values: 2 Timothy 3:1-5 lists a lack of self-control as a
characteristic of the last days, suggesting a decline in morals.

Self-control as a fruit of the Spirit involves:

 Spiritual growth: Self-control is a result of the Holy Spirit's work in
believers' lives. Galatians 5:22-23 lists "self-control" among the fruits of the
Spirit, alongside love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

and gentleness.

« Empowerment through Christ: The Bible teaches that self-control comes
through Christ. Believers can receive the strength to overcome desires and
live a life of self-control through Him.
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Developing self-control includes:

Seeking God's help: The Bible encourages believers to seek strength and
wisdom in their pursuit of self-control through prayer. Accountability from
other believers and avoiding temptations are also important.

Renewing the mind: Romans 12:2 encourages believers to renew their minds

to resist negative influences and practice self-control.

Example of “slanderers” in God’s Word:

Satan: Satan embodies deceit and treachery. He is portrayed as a slanderer
who mercilessly accuses Job before God (Job 1, 2). He also ruthlessly attempts
to undermine Jesus' unwavering faith. His name, diabolos in Greek,
chillingly denotes "one who engages in slander". Revelation hauntingly
reveals him as the "accuser of the brethren", a title that echoes through the

ages.

The Serpent in Genesis: In the gripping tale of Genesis 3, the serpent (Satan)
slanders God maliciously. He casts doubt on God's motives and character to
Eve. This slander is a venomous attempt to defame the Creator. It seeks to

lead humanity astray into sin. It is a dark manipulation of truth.

False Witnesses Against Jesus: The Gospel accounts chillingly recount the
vile individuals who brought forth false testimony against Jesus during His
trial. These events ignited the path that would lead to His crucifixion.
Matthew 26:59-61 vividly portrays the chief priests and elders. They
relentlessly sought false witnesses to condemn the Innocent. Many arose to

bear deceit.
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Advisors of Hanun: In the dramatic narrative of 2 Samuel 10, the princes of
Ammon poison the well of peace. They do this by maliciously slandering
King David's noble intentions. He sends messengers to extend condolences to
Hanun after his father's death. Their duplicitous lies ignite the flames of
conflict and war, revealing the destructive power of slander.

Jezebel and her agents: In the chilling saga of 1 Kings 21, Jezebel is the
cunning wife of King Ahab. She masterminds the brutal stoning of Naboth.
She employs false witnesses to slander him. They hurl baseless accusations of
blasphemy. This wicked plot reveals the depths of betrayal fueled by slander-
ous intent.

Enemies of the Jews: The harrowing accounts of Ezra 4 and 5 reveal
deceitful slander by the enemies of the Jews. They unleash a torrent of lies.
They are determined to hinder the glorious rebuilding of the city and the
temple. Their malevolent lies serve as an obstacle to hope and restoration.

Haman: In the gripping narrative of Esther, Haman is consumed by hatred.
He seeks to annihilate the Jewish people and wickedly slanders them to the
king. His actions are a desperate bid for power. His dark ambition reflects the
sinister effects of slander that can fuel genocide. (Esther)

Pharisees and Religious Leaders: With piercing clarity, Jesus exposes the
Pharisees and Religious Leaders as hypocrites. They tirelessly work to
condemn others. He warns vehemently against judging, for it is a form of
slander that darkens the heart and soul. (Matthew 23:1-3, Matthew 23:23-28)
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Brutal... (V3)

The Bible condemns brutality, viewing it as a sign of wickedness. It describes

various instances of brutality, highlighting God's disapproval and the promise

of judgment for those who engage in it.

Brutality as a Characteristic of Wickedness

Lack of Compassion and Mercy: Brutality often indicates a lack of

compassion and mercy.

Source in Sin: Human cruelty is attributed to a fallen nature and rebellion
against God's way. Evil thoughts and actions originate within the human
heart.

Violates God's Law of Love: Cruelty violates the principle of loving others

as oneself.

Opposition to Good: Brutal people are characterized by their disregard for
what is good and right.

Examples of Brutality in the Bible

Cruelty in Narratives: The Bible tells of cruelty, such as Joseph's brothers

selling him into slavery.

Institutional Cruelty: Pharaoh's oppression of the Israelites through harsh
labor exemplifies brutality within systems of power.
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o Cruelty Against the Vulnerable: Prophets spoke against cruelty toward the
weak, such as widows, orphans, and foreigners.

« The Crucifixion: The brutal treatment and execution of Jesus is a key

example of human cruelty.
God's Condemnation of Brutality
e God Despises Cruelty: The Lord condemns cruelty and injustice.

e Judgment on the Wicked: Those who commit brutality without repentance
will face God's judgment.

e Vengeance Belongs to God: The Bible teaches that believers should not seek
vengeance, as it belongs to God.

A Biblical Response to Brutality

« Love and Compassion: Believers are called to express love, grace, and mercy.
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.

« Imitating Christ: Followers should follow the example of Jesus, who prayed

for His persecutors.

« Seeking Justice: The Bible emphasizes the importance of advocating for

justice for the vulnerable.

« Repentance and Forgiveness: God offers forgiveness to those who repent
and have faith.

In conclusion, the Bible's message about brutal people is one of condemnation
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and hope. It condemns brutality while also emphasizing the potential for
change through repentance and the pursuit of love and compassion, mirroring
God's character.

Examples of people who were “slanderers” in God’s Word:

« Herod the Great: A haunting figure, he was consumed by paranoia and
relentless cruelty. He instigated the horrific slaughter of all male children in
Bethlehem. This was a desperate and brutal attempt to snuff out the life of
the infant Jesus. (Matthew 2:16-18)

« Abimelech: Driven by an insatiable thirst for power, he committed the vile
act of murdering his seventy brothers. He secured his claim to the throne of
Shechem through unimaginable treachery. (Judges 9:1-6.)

« Jezebel: The notorious wife of King Ahab, Jezebel was a beacon of
wickedness. She fervently promoted idolatry. She orchestrated the ruthless
murder of Naboth to seize his beloved vineyard, as chronicled in 1 Kings 21.
Her malevolent actions reveal the corrupting influence of power and a
chilling disregard for justice.

« Athaliah: In a chilling echo of her mother Jezebel's legacy, Athaliah
ruthlessly wiped out the entire royal family of Judah. She seized the throne
for herself in a blood-soaked coup. (2 Chronicles 22:10-12)

« Cain: Cain embodied jealousy and rage. He committed the very first murder
in history. He struck down his own brother Abel in an act of unthinkable
betrayal. (Genesis 4)

« Pharaoh (in the Exodus narrative): A tyrant of immense cruelty, he
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heartlessly oppressed the Israelites. He obstinately refused to grant their freedom.
This was despite witnessing the devastating power of God through the ten
plagues. His stubborn defiance led to the catastrophic downfall of Egypt. (Exodus
1:8-14, Exodus 5:6-14)
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Without love for what is good... (v3)

The Bible uses the phrase "without love of good" or similar expressions to
describe a state of moral and spiritual decline. Here's what it means:

o Disdain for or indifference to moral and ethical goodness: It signifies a

heart that doesn't appreciate or value what is right and just.

e Rejection of God's standards: Since God is the ultimate source of all that is

good, a lack of love for good can be seen as a rejection of God and His ways.

o Preference for evil: When a person lacks love for good, they may lean
towards or even embrace evil, as they are not drawn towards righteousness.

e Hostility to virtue: The phrase can also imply an active opposition to virtue
and good works.

Context in 2 Timothy 3:3:

In 2 Timothy 3:3, where this phrase appears, it's part of a list of negative
characteristics that will mark people in the "last days". This indicates that a
decline in the appreciation and pursuit of what is good is a symptom of spiritual
decay and a distancing from God. Conversely, the Bible presents loving what is
good as a crucial aspect of a righteous life and a sign of a heart transformed by
God's grace. For example, Titus 1:8 describes church leaders as "lovers of

good". Therefore, "people without love of good" are those whose hearts have
become hardened against God and His ways, demonstrating a disregard or even
hostility towards what is morally right and virtuous.
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Examples of people who were “Without love for what is good...” in God’s
Word:

« Pharaoh (in the Exodus narrative): His chilling defiance is evident. He
outright refuses to heed God’s commands to free the Israelites. Even in the
face of harrowing plagues, he reveals a heart of stone. His actions show an
unwavering disdain for divine authority. (Exodus 4:21, Exodus 7:3)

« Ahab and Jezebel: Their ruthless promotion of idolatry and cruel
persecution of prophets are evident. They also show a blatant disregard for
God'’s law. These actions paint a vivid portrait of a deep-seated hatred for
God and His righteous ways. (1 Kings 21)

« Those who rejected Jesus: Jesus powerfully proclaims that those who hated
Him also hated the Father. He makes it abundantly clear that turning away
from God’s Son is nothing short of hating God Himself. (John 15:23-25)

« Saul (before his conversion): Before he transformed into the fervent Apostle
Paul, Saul zealously persecuted Christians. This persecution laid bare his
aversion to God's message. It also revealed his hostility towards His devoted
followers. His animosity, directed at believers, sprang from a grave
misunderstanding and conflict with God Himself. (Acts 8-9)

« Individuals in Romans 1: Paul boldly describes a harrowing group of
people. They are “haters of God.” He showcases their various vile acts.
(Romans 1:30) This chilling indictment illustrates a disdain for God. It is a
hallmark of those who reject Him. They willingly embrace sin.
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Traitors... (V4)

The Bible fervently denounces those who betray or act as traitors. It perceives
such treacherous deeds as profoundly entwined with wickedness. These deeds
lead to dire repercussions.

The Bible's View on Traitors:

« Treachery as a sign of wickedness: The Bible associates betrayal and
treachery with wickedness and sin. For example, 2 Timothy 3:1-5 lists
"traitors" as one of the characteristics of people in the "last days" who have
drifted away from God.

« Betrayal of trust: Proverbs warns against betraying confidence, emphasizing
that such actions can lead to disgrace. The biblical accounts of traitors serve
as cautionary tales about the importance of integrity and faithfulness.

« Betrayal of God or the community: In the New Testament, betrayal is
considered a serious sin, particularly the betrayal of Christ or the Christian
community.

« Severe consequences: The Bible indicates that betrayals have severe
consequences, including broken relationships and divine judgment. For
instance, Judas' betrayal of Jesus led to remorse and his eventual demise.

« Jesus' condemnation: Jesus Himself warns about the devastation that will
come to those who betray others, stating that it would be better for them to

suffer severe punishment.
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o Part of a list of sins: Revelation 21:8 includes "traitors" in a list of those who

will face the "second death," which is a final judgment and separation from
God.

In summary, the Bible strongly condemns traitors and their actions, associating
them with wickedness and promising severe consequences. It emphasizes the
importance of loyalty, integrity, and faithfulness to God and others.

Examples of “traitors” in God’s Word:

« Judas Iscariot: A towering example of betrayal in the New Testament. Judas
was one of Jesus' cherished twelve disciples. He cold-heartedly betrayed Him
for a mere thirty pieces of silver! This treachery initiated the chain of events
leading to Jesus' arrest and crucifixion, while simultaneously fulfilling the
haunting prophecy. (Matthew 26:14-16)

« Ahithophel: Ahithophel was once a trusted counselor to King David. His
heart turned dark as he defected and allied with Absalom. He joined in a
rebellion against his own king and father. His treachery drove him to
despair, ultimately culminating in his tragic suicide when Absalom foolishly
cast aside his counsel. (2 Samuel 16:23, 1 Chronicles 27:33, 2 Samuel 15:12, 2
Samuel 15:31, 2 Samuel 17:1-4, 2 Samuel 17:23)

« Absalom: King David's beloved son, Absalom, shattered familial bonds. He
led a fierce rebellion to snatch the throne from his own father! His actions,
scorched by ambition and deep resentment, ignited a devastating civil war
and sealed his own tragic fate. (2 Samuel 15:1-6, 2 Samuel 15:7-12, 2 Samuel
16:15-22, 2 Samuel 17:1-4, 2 Samuel 18:9-15)
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Joseph's brothers: Consumed by envy, Joseph's brothers mercilessly sold
him into the depths of slavery in Egypt. They hid their shameful act behind a
web of deceit. This shattered their father's heart. (Genesis 37)

Delilah: Samson's enchanting lover, Delilah, betrayed him time and again,
relentlessly seeking the secret of his unmatched strength. In a heart-
wrenching twist of fate, she surrendered him to the cruel Philistines, forever
changing the course of his life! (Judges 16)

King Saul: Devoured by jealousy and insecurity, King Saul relentlessly
pursued the loyal David. He ignored the unwavering dedication and service

David offered him. Love turned into an insatiable hunger for destruction.
(1 Samuel 13, 15)

David: Though David himself faced the bitter sting of betrayal, he also had
blood on his hands. He orchestrated the death of Uriah the Hittite in a vile

act of deceit. This happened after he committed adultery with Uriah's be-
loved wife, Bathsheba. (2 Samuel 11,12)

Ahab and Jezebel: This vile royal pair, Ahab and Jezebel, plunged into the
depths of depravity. They relentlessly defied God and viciously persecuted
His faithful prophets. Their reign was marked by extreme cruelty. They held
a passionate hatred for righteousness. (1 - 2 Kings)

Joash: In a shocking turn of betrayal, King Joash turned against his
father-figure Jehoiada. He also turned against his own son, Zechariah. This
allowed idolatry to spread like wildfire. Ultimately, Joash ordered the
murder of Zechariah —a heart-wrenching act of betrayal against all that was
good. (2 Chronicles 24)
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Reckless... (V4)

The Bible portrays reckless people as those who lack self-control, act
impulsively, and disregard the potential negative outcomes of their actions.

Biblical perspective on recklessness:

« Lack of foresight and caution: The wise, according to Proverbs 14:16, are
cautious and avoid danger, while the fool is reckless and careless.
Recklessness is seen as acting without considering the consequences.

« Impulsiveness and hastiness: The Bible warns against hasty actions and
decisions. Proverbs 19:2 cautions that "even zeal is no good without
knowledge, and he who hurries his footsteps misses the mark," emphasizing
the need for knowledge and careful consideration.

o Connection to folly and lack of wisdom: Recklessness is associated with
foolishness and the absence of wisdom. Proverbs 14:16 explicitly links
recklessness with being a fool.

« Potential for harm and ruin: The Bible highlights the negative consequences
of reckless behavior, which can include personal harm, financial ruin, and
damaged relationships. Proverbs 12:18 states that the words of the reckless
pierce like swords, demonstrating the destructive impact of their speech.

Contrast with Wisdom and Self-Control:

The Bible encourages believers to pursue wisdom and self-control, which are

seen as antidotes to recklessness. Galatians 5:22-23 lists self-control as part of the
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fruit of the Spirit, indicating that it is a quality to be cultivated in a life guided
by God. In summary, the Bible warns against recklessness, associating it with
foolishness, impulsiveness, and harmful consequences. It encourages believers
to seek wisdom and self-control as ways to live a life that honors God and
avoids the pitfalls of thoughtless actions.
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Conceited... (V4)

The Bible strongly discourages conceit, viewing it as a form of pride and a
negative trait with harmful consequences. Here's what the Bible says about
conceited people:

Characteristics of Conceit:

« Excessively high opinion of oneself: Conceited individuals have an inflated

sense of their own importance, abilities, and achievements.
« Self-exaltation: They may try to present themselves as superior to others.

« Vain and boastful: Conceit can lead to boasting about accomplishments,
whether real or perceived.

« Lack of humility: It stands in opposition to the biblical virtue of humility,
which involves recognizing our dependence on God and valuing others.

« May be a characteristic of wicked people: 2 Timothy 3:1-5 includes
"conceited" among the undesirable traits that will be prevalent in the last
days, indicating a spiritual decline associated with this attitude.

« Can be aroadblock to spiritual growth: Conceit hinders us from depending
on God and receiving His grace.

« Can lead to rivalry and envy: When people are conceited, they may provoke
others and experience envy.



Increased Evil

2 Timothy 3:1-9

The Bible's Warning Against Conceit:

Proverbs 26:12: Warns that there is more hope for a fool than for a man wise
in his own conceit.

Romans 12:3: Instructs believers not to think of themselves more highly than
they ought, but to think with sober judgment.

Philippians 2:3: Encourages believers to do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit but in humility count others more significant than themselves.

1 Timothy 3:6: Warns against new converts becoming conceited and falling
into the condemnation of the devil.

1 Timothy 6:4: Describes conceited people as knowing nothing, obsessed
with arguments and disputes.

Overcoming Conceit:

Humility: Cultivating a humble heart is essential for overcoming conceit.
This involves acknowledging our limitations and relying on God's strength.

Focus on Jesus: Shifting our focus from ourselves to Jesus helps us see
ourselves as God sees us.

Serve others: Serving others helps us to prioritize their needs and interests
over our OwWn.

Seek God's guidance: Seeking God's will and guidance in all our endeavors
helps us to avoid self-exaltation.
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The Bible consistently emphasizes the dangers of conceit and encourages
believers to cultivate humility and rely on God's grace to overcome this harmful

tendency.

Lovers of pleasure rather than God.... (V4)

The Bible, especially in passages like 2 Timothy 3:4, uses the phrase "lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God" to describe people who prioritize worldly
pleasures and self-gratification over their relationship with God and obedience
to His commands. The phrase "lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God"

means:

 Prioritizing worldly pleasures over God: This indicates that individuals are
focused on earthly things for satisfaction and enjoyment, rather than seeking

to know, serve, and please God.

« Idolatry: When desires for gratification become more important than
worshipping God, it can become a form of idolatry. Anything put before God

can become an idol.

« A sign of spiritual decline: In 2 Timothy, this lack of love for God and
emphasis on pleasure is a characteristic of the "last days," indicating a moral
and spiritual decline.

« Absence of true godliness: These individuals may outwardly appear
religious or godly but lack true heart-level devotion to God because they
prioritize pleasure over a relationship with Him.
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Denying the power of godliness: Prioritizing pleasure can lead to denying
the transformative power of God in one's life, preventing genuine spiritual

growth and maturity.

Self-indulgence: This describes individuals who are consumed by their

desires and live for their own gratification.

Negative consequences: The Bible warns that a life dedicated to
pleasure-seeking can lead to negative consequences, including material and
spiritual poverty. Proverbs 21:17 states that whoever loves pleasure will

become poor.

In essence, being a "lover of pleasure rather than a lover of God" embodies a

profound spiritual disarray. One’s affections and priorities become

heartbreakingly skewed. Instead of fervently seeking God as the foremost

desire, their hearts yield to the seductive allure of worldly pursuits. They chase

fleeting personal gratification. This ultimately shackles their relationship with

God. It jeopardizes their spiritual vitality.

Examples of “reckless” people in God’s Word:

Esau: His impulsive choice to sell his birthright for a mere meal is a stark
embodiment of reckless abandon. This decision highlights a tragic
prioritization of fleeting pleasures. He preferred these fleeting pleasures over
the profound, eternal blessings that he carelessly squandered. Thus, he
undermined the true value of his spiritual legacy. (Genesis 25:29-34)

Rehoboam: In a shocking display of folly, he dismissed the advice of
seasoned elders. Instead, he gave in to the naive guidance of his youthful
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companions. This decision devastatingly tore apart the once-unified kingdom
of Israel. (The reign of Rehoboam, Solomon's son and successor, is primarily
documented in 1 Kings chapters 12, 14:21-31, 2 Chronicles chapters 10-12)

The prodigal son: In the vivid parable told by Jesus, this wayward son
recklessly wastes his inheritance. He leads a life of wild abandon. He plunges
into despair and devastation. Ultimately, he returns to the loving embrace of
his father. This is a powerful illustration of redemption. (Luke 15:11-32)

Samson: Samson was endowed with extraordinary strength. He had a divine
mission to liberate Israel from the Philistines. Despite these gifts, his life is a
startling tale of reckless self-indulgence. He tasted the forbidden honey of a
lion's carcass. He also associated with harlots. His life culminated in the
tragic betrayal by Delilah that led to his downfall and despair. (Judges 13-16)

Balaam: The Scriptures depict Balaam's journey as "headlong and reckless."
His journey was driven not by divine purpose but by selfish ambitions. He
failed to grasp the far-reaching consequences of his actions. This serves as a
cautionary tale of spiritual blindness and moral failure. (Numbers 22-24)
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holding to the form of godliness but deny-
ing its power... (V5)

The phrase "having a form of godliness but denying its power" in the Bible (2
Timothy 3:5) refers to individuals who:

« Display an outward show of religiousness: They may adhere to religious
customs, rituals, or outward appearances of piety, such as attending church

or performing good works.

« Lack genuine faith and inner transformation: Despite their outward actions,
they don't have a true relationship with God or allow the Holy Spirit to

transform their lives.

« Deny the transformative power of God: They don't allow their faith to
impact their actions and behaviors, and therefore deny the power of God to

bring about spiritual growth and change.

In essence, these are people who may appear to be religious on the surface but
lack true heart-level devotion to God and the empowering presence of the Holy
Spirit in their lives. The Bible warns against such people and encourages
believers to avoid them. True godliness is characterized by a heart that is near to
God, which is reflected in genuine faith and obedience, as evidenced by one's
actions.

Examples of people who “holding to the form of godliness but denying its
power” in God’s Word:

« The Pharisees and Scribes: In the Gospels, Jesus does not hold back in His
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scathing criticism of these self-righteous leaders! They were called out as
hypocrites. They meticulously followed the letter of the law. However, they
utterly lacked the genuine righteousness and fervent heart for God that He
demands! (Matthew 23:25-28, Matthew 23:23-24, Luke 11:39-42)

The Sons of Eli (Hophni and Phinehas): These priests perverted their sacred
calling! They shamelessly exploited their positions. They greedily took
offerings and wallowed in immorality within the temple. They showed a
staggering disrespect for the Almighty! (1 Samuel 2:12-17

Judas Iscariot: Despite being one of Jesus” own disciples, Judas was con-
sumed by greed and deceit! His treachery led him to betray his beloved
teacher, demonstrating the depths of his corruption! In a moment of utter
hypocrisy, Judas berated Mary for anointing Jesus with precious perfume,
cloaking his selfish motives with a false pretense of caring for the poor while
he pilfered from the money box! (John 12:4-6)

Ananias and Sapphira: This couple's facade of piety was nothing short of
vile! They deceitfully claimed to donate all from their land sale to the church
while secretly hoarding a portion for themselves! Their perfidy did not go
unnoticed, leading to their shocking demise! (Acts 5:1-11)
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Deceivers... (Vo)

The Bible passionately portrays deceivers as those who intentionally mislead
others. They ensnare others in false beliefs and veil the truth that should
illuminate their path. Deception is depicted as a grievous sin. It originates from
the malevolent force of the devil, who is denounced as the "father of lies." This
text exhorts us to be vigilant. The stakes are high when the very essence of truth
is under relentless attack.

Key points about deceivers in the Bible:

o Their source: The Bible associates deception with Satan, the devil, who is
described as a murderer and a liar from the beginning.

o Their methods: Deceivers may use cunning, flattery, false promises, or a

deceptive appearance to lead others astray.

« Their purpose: Deceivers often seek to gain an advantage over others, either
financially, emotionally, or spiritually.

o Their lack of truth: Deception is characterized by a deliberate departure
from the truth.

« Their role in the last days: The Bible warns that deception will increase in
the last days, with false prophets and teachers seeking to mislead believers.

« God's view of them: God hates lying and deceitful speech.

o Their consequences: The Bible warns of severe consequences for deceivers,
including divine judgment and eternal punishment.

How the Bible advises dealing with deception:

« Discernment: Believers are encouraged to "test the spirits" and use
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discernment to identify and avoid deception.

« Embracing truth: Christians are called to put off falsehood and speak
truthfully to their neighbors.

« Reliance on God's Word: Studying and meditating on the Bible can help
believers discern between truth and deception.

« Rejecting deception: The Bible urges believers to avoid being deceived by
empty words and false teachings.

In essence, the Bible vehemently condemns deception, associating it with the
devil while underscoring its cunningly destructive potential. It fervently calls
believers to embrace the radiant truth. They should fiercely cultivate
discernment. Believers must wholeheartedly rely on God's Word to boldly resist

the insidious influence.

Examples of “deceivers” in the Word of God:

« Satan (the Serpent in Genesis): Satan emerges as the quintessential deceiver,
ensnaring Eve with a twisted rendition of God's words. He dangled the tan-
talizing allure of false wisdom, precipitating the monumental fall of humani-
ty. Genesis 3:13 captures this tragic moment: "The serpent deceived me, and I

ate

« Jacob: In a deceptive act, Jacob cunningly deceived his father Isaac. He
snatched the precious blessing destined for his brother Esau. This
treacherous maneuver cast a long shadow over his life and family, rippling

through generations. (Genesis 27)

« The Gibeonites: The Gibeonites orchestrated a masterful deception. They
fooled Joshua and the Israelites into forging a peace treaty. They did it under
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the guise of distant travelers. Their charade underscores the perilous
necessity of discernment in a world rife with trickery. (Joshua 9)

« Delilah: Delilah had a heart tainted by greed. She betrayed Samson, using
seduction and deceit to extract the secret of his unmatched strength. Her

actions highlight the devastating power of betrayal and its insidious allure.

(Judges 16)

« Laban: Laban, the cunning trickster, ensnared Jacob in his web of deceit nu-
merous times. He swapped Leah for Rachel. He also manipulated Jacob's

wages. This bitter rivalry bred deep conflict and lingering mistrust. (Genesis
29, 30:35-43, 31:41)

« Pharaoh: Pharaoh, the obstinate ruler, repeatedly offered the hope of
freedom to the Israelites. Yet, he would harden his heart and betray that
promise. His deceitful character shone through the darkness of his
oppression. (Exodus 7-12)

« Ananias and Sapphira: This duo audaciously deceived the Holy Spirit. They
presented a facade of generosity. Meanwhile, they secretly hoarded a portion

of their land's proceeds. Their story serves as a sobering reminder of the per-
ils of dishonesty. (Acts 5:1-11)

Always learning and never able to come to a knowledge
of the truth.... (V7)

The phrase "always learning and never able to come to a knowledge of the
truth" in 2 Timothy 3:7 describes people who:

« Continuously seek out new teachings but lack spiritual
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understanding: These individuals may be intellectual or curious, constantly
pursuing new information or ideas, but they fail to grasp the core truths of
the Christian faith, especially the Gospel message.

« Are driven by desires and passions rather than truth: Their learning is often
motivated by a desire for novelty or self-gratification, rather than a genuine
pursuit of understanding and submitting to God's will. They are led astray
by their own lusts and "itching ears," seeking out teachers who will tell them
what they want to hear.

« Lack genuine transformation in their lives: Despite their learning, they do
not experience the transformative power of God's truth in their lives. They
may have a "form of godliness" or outward appearance of religiousness but
deny its power to change them from within.

o Fail to grasp the central truths of the Gospel: The "knowledge of the truth"
in this context refers to a saving knowledge of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
a transformative relationship with God. These individuals may
learn about the truth, but they don't truly know it in a way that leads to
genuine faith and obedience.

« Are susceptible to deception: Because they lack a solid foundation in the
truth, they are easily misled by false teachers and spiritual swindlers.

In essence, this phrase vividly illustrates a profound state of spiritual
stagnation. These individuals are "always learning," yet they never "arrive" at a
deep and transformative understanding of God and His truth because their
relentless pursuit of knowledge lacks the foundation of genuine faith and a
heartfelt willingness to submit to God's will. While they may appear
intellectually engaged, their hearts stay untouched and untransformed by the
life-changing power of the Gospel.
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Corrupt Mind... (V8)

In the Bible, a "corrupt mind" or "depraved mind" signifies a mind that is
morally corrupted, spiritually darkened, and unable or unwilling to discern and
embrace God's truth. It's a mind that has actively rejected God and His ways,
leading to distorted thinking and perverse behavior. Here are some key aspects
of a corrupt mind according to the Bible:

« Rejection of God: A corrupt mind starts with a refusal to acknowledge God
and His authority. It exchanges the truth about God for a lie and prioritizes
creation over the Creator.

« Moral Decay: As a consequence of rejecting God, the mind becomes morally
degraded, losing its ability to make sound moral judgments. This can lead to

rationalizing sin as virtue and embracing what is contrary to God's design.

 Spiritual Darkness: The mind becomes darkened in its understanding,
separated from the life of God due to ignorance and a hardened heart.
Spiritual blindness prevents the understanding and reception of spiritual
things, leading to an inability to receive Christ for salvation.

« Perversion of Desires: A corrupt mind can lead to twisted desires, far
removed from the boundaries God has set. Individuals may fully indulge in
these desires, casting aside divine guidance and conscience.

« Rejection of Moral Accountability: Those with corrupt minds not only
practice what is evil but may also approve of and even celebrate sinful
behavior.

« Inability to Understand Spiritual Things: A corrupt mind is unable to
comprehend and receive the things of the Spirit of God, finding them
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foolishness.

« Consequences: A corrupt mind leads to relational breakdown, moral
confusion, loss of moral compass, and ultimately, divine judgment if there is

no repentance.

In summary, a corrupt mind in the Bible stands as a tragic testament to the
devastation wrought by sin, warping our very thoughts and leading us down
the perilous path of rejecting God.

Examples of people with “corrupt minds” in God’s Word:

o The Pharisees and Scribes: These self-righteous religious leaders stood as a
stark reminder of hypocrisy! Jesus passionately condemned their
superficiality. He exposed their obsession with ritualistic practices.
Meanwhile, their hearts were void of true love for God. (Matthew 23:25-28,
Luke 11:39-42)

« Judas Iscariot: Judas's betrayal was fueled by a heart consumed with greed.
His actions tragically illustrate how a corrupted heart betrays our Savior
ultimately. (John 12:4-6)

« Individuals in Romans 1: Paul delivers a powerful indictment. He describes
those as "haters of God." They have surrendered their minds to a "debased
mind" for rejecting God's truth. (Romans 1:28-32)

« Jannes and Jambres: These Egyptian sorcerers opposed Moses, standing as
emblematic figures of rebellion against divine truth. Paul identifies them in 2
Timothy 3:8 as embodiments of "corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the

faith." This showcases the dire consequences of choosing deception over
faith.
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Worthless... (V&)

In the Bible, when the term "worthless" is used to describe people, it’s not about

their immeasurable value. They are beings created in the divine likeness of God.

Rather, it highlights their moral and spiritual condition. It reveals their absence

of righteous behavior and their fierce rebellion against God's will. Here's what

the Bible means by "worthless people":

Moral and Spiritual Depravity: The term reflects a state of moral corruption
and spiritual emptiness. It points to individuals who are deficient in virtue,

excellence, or dignity, particularly in a moral and spiritual sense.

Wickedness and Lawlessness: The Hebrew term often translated as
"worthless" is "belial," which conveys the idea of being without profit or
value, often associated with wickedness and lawlessness. Worthless
individuals are those who are "good for nothing" in regards to righteous
behavior and prone to mischief and evildoing.

Opposition to God: Worthless people are characterized by their opposition
to God and His commands. They may actively defy God's will and lead
others astray into idolatry or other forms of rebellion.

Lack of Genuine Faith and Transformation: The Bible uses the concept of
worthlessness to describe those who may outwardly appear religious but
lack true faith and inner transformation. They may have a "form of
godliness" but deny its power to change their lives.

Spiritual Fruitlessness: Worthlessness is often linked to spiritual
fruitlessness, meaning a lack of good works and faithfulness. Like a
"worthless field" that fails to produce a crop, these individuals fail to



Increased Evil

2 Timothy 3:1-9

demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit in their lives.

Deceit and Discord: Worthless people are often characterized by their
deceitful speech and tendency to sow discord within the community. They

may use cunning and manipulation to achieve their goals.

It's important to understand the Bible's description of some people as

"worthless." It is not a call for believers to judge or condemn others. Instead, it

serves as a warning against the dangers of living a life disconnected from God's

purposes. It is also a call to examine our own lives in light of Scripture. The

Bible emphasizes that all who are in Christ have been redeemed. They have

worth in God's eyes, regardless of their past.

Examples of people who were “worthless...” in God’s Word:

Eli's Sons (Hophni and Phinehas): These despicable figures are cruelly
labeled "worthless men" in 1 Samuel 2:12. They brazenly "did not know the
Lord." Their wicked deeds include: desecrating God's holy sacrifices. They
shamelessly exploited their priestly authority for personal gain. They also
engaged in vile behavior at the very entrance of the Tabernacle.

The men of Gibeah: These monsters committed a horrific act of gang rape
that ignited a civil war in Israel. They are contemptibly named a "rabble of
worthless fellows" in Judges 19-20, forever etched in infamy for their heinous
actions.

« Worthless individuals who followed Saul: After Saul ascended to kingship,

some cowardly men turned their backs on him. These "worthless fellows"
revealed their utter disdain for God's anointed king, showcasing treachery
and betrayal.

Nabal: In 1 Samuel 25:17, Nabal’s own wife, Abigail, had the audacity to
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label him a "worthless fellow." This foolish, ill-tempered man disgracefully
insulted David and his loyal men. He coldly refused to support them in their
time of need.

Some of David's men: Even among the valiant soldiers serving King David,
there lingered "worthless fellows." These individuals shamefully wished to
deny spoils of war to their brethren. Their brethren had bravely stood by.
Such actions reveal a heartbreaking lack of generosity and fairness among

warriors.

Sheba, the son of Bichri: This Benjaminite traitor dared to rebel against King
David. He earned himself the notorious title of "worthless man" in 2 Samuel
20:1. This marked a stain on the legacy of Israel.

The false witnesses against Naboth: These unscrupulous individuals were
hired by the wicked Jezebel. They brought forth false charges against
Naboth. This resulted in his tragic death and Ahab seizing his vineyard.
Their actions are drenched in lies and injustice, a grim reminder of their
treachery.

Men who opposed Rehoboam: The audacity of some men who gathered
around Rehoboam to oppose him! They were deemed "worthless" for their
rebellious defiance, embodying disruption and discord during turbulent
times.
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Foolishness... (V9)

The Bible passionately addresses the topic of foolish people, particularly in the

profound verses of Proverbs. Their reckless ways stand in stark contrast to the

wisdom of the righteous. It fervently warns us of the perils of such folly, urging

us to recognize the true essence of foolishness:

Rejection of God and His Wisdom: At the core, foolishness in the Bible is a
rejection of God and His wisdom. The fool says in his heart, "There is no
God," and this attitude leads to a life that is corrupt and does not do good.
Foolishness is characterized by a disdain for divine instruction and moral
guidance, and a resistance to receiving correction.

Lack of Discernment and Understanding: Foolish people lack discernment
and understanding, preferring to rely on their own limited perspective rather
than seeking God's guidance or wise counsel. They are easily led astray and
prone to making poor decisions.

Impulsive and Reckless Behavior: Foolishness often manifests in impulsive
and reckless behavior, disregard for consequences, and a lack of foresight.
They act quickly without considering the impact of their actions on
themselves and others.

Lack of Self-Control: Foolish people may struggle with self-control, giving
in to their desires and emotions rather than exercising restraint. They can be
easily angered or lose their temper quickly.

Engaging in Harmful Actions: Foolishness can lead to engaging in harmful
actions, including slander, gossip, and destructive behavior. They may make
light of sin or engage in wrongdoing as if it were a joke.



Increased Evil

2 Timothy 3:1-9

Resistance to Correction: Foolish people often refuse to listen to correction or
learn from their mistakes. They may become angry or even hostile when
confronted with the truth.

Consequences: The Bible warns of the negative consequences of foolishness,
which can include personal ruin, strained relationships, shame, and even

death.

In summary, the Bible's definition of a fool transcends mere foolishness or a

simple lack of intelligence. It is a fiery rejection of God's profound wisdom,

guidance, and truth. This leads to a life marked by reckless impulsivity. There is

also obstinate resistance to correction. The result is a heartbreaking path filled

with dire consequences.

Examples of “foolish” people in God’s Word:

Esau: He made an utterly foolish choice to trade away his birthright. This
was a profound spiritual and material legacy. He did this for a mere meal!
This reckless act illustrates his astounding lack of foresight and utter
disregard for something so invaluable. The Bible starkly reveals how Esau
"despised his birthright," a tragic testament to his misguided priorities.
(Genesis 25:29-34)

Rehoboam: In a moment of monumental folly, he shunned the sage advice of
wise elders. Instead, he heeded the reckless counsel of impetuous youth. This
catastrophic decision triggered the lamentable division of the kingdom of
Israel. Rehoboam's blunders were pivotal in the kingdom's heartbreaking
split, a lesson in the importance of wisdom over pride. (1 Kings 12, 14)

Nabal: His very name screams "fool," and oh, how he lived up to it! Nabal
brazenly insulted and denied aid to David and his weary men, nearly

igniting a violent clash! His wife, Abigail, shrewdly captured his essence: a
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"worthless man...as his name is, so is he; Nabal is his name and folly is with
him." A stark reminder of the consequences of foolishness! (1 Samuel 25)

The Prodigal Son: He made foolish choices. He squandered his inheritance
recklessly on a life of "reckless living." Eventually, he found himself in the
depths of despair. A poignant tale of lost potential and the painful conse-
quences of indulgence! (Luke 15:11-32)
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Seek God's Guidance and Help:

Pray for discernment: Ask God to reveal any areas of your life that need to be
aligned with His will.

Confess any sin: If you identify areas where you fall short, confess those sins
to God and seek His forgiveness.

Seek His strength: Ask God for the strength to overcome these negative traits
and develop godly character.

Study God's Word: Immerse yourself in Scripture to understand God's stand-
ards and be transformed by His truth.

Take Action:

Make intentional choices to reject these harmful traits: Choose to love God
above all else, to act with self-control, and to pursue what is good and right.

Seek accountability: Share your struggles with a trusted friend or mentor

who can support you and hold you accountable.

Practice spiritual disciplines: Regular prayer, Bible study, and fellowship
with other believers can help you grow in your faith and resist negative in-
fluences.
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